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above:  This  snow  angel  makes  the  most  of  Samford's  Winter  Wonderland. 


letter  From  the  Editor 


It's  Spring,  and  I  have  senoritis  in  a  bad  way!  The  only  problem 
is  that  I'm  not  graduating.  Yes,  I  have  voluntarily  decided  to  join 
the  ranks  of  fifth-year  seniors. 

So  wrapping  up  this  issue  of  "Voices"  was  not  like  I  had  imagined 
it  would  be  when  I  started  working  on  the  magazine  this  fall.  It 
seemed  like  just  another  day  when  we  finished.  I  wasn't  emotion- 
al, just  relieved  to  be  through  for  the  semester. 

But  this  isn't  just  another  day,  or  week,  or  month.  These  are  the 
last  days  the  senior  class  has  to  spend  on  this  campus,  the  last  days 
I  have  with  my  friends  who  are  graduating. 

There's  no  way  I  could  tell  every  one  of  them  how  much  I  will 
miss  them,  but  I  pray  all  of  our  seniors  will  be  successful  and  safe 
wherever  they  go  after  graduation.  For  this  reason,  I'd  like  to  ded- 
icate this  issue  of  "Voices"  to  the  Class  of  1995. 

Kathryn  Roberts,  our  Art  Director,  is  also  a  proud  senior,  and  she 
deserves  to  be  one.  Her  work  brought  "Voices"  to  life  on  a  blank 
page.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  have  worked  with  and  learned 
from  her. 

I'd  also  like  to  thank  Dean  Franklin,  Gail  Sawyer,  Donovan  Harris 
and  the  journalism  students  for  all  their  help  this  year. 

As  for  the  rest  of  Samford,  I  can't  wait  to  bring  "Voices"  to  you 
next  year.  We  already  are  working  on  ideas  for  the  fall  issue.  If 
there  is  someone  or  something  you'd  like  to  see  in  it,  drop  me  a 
note  at  S.U.  Box  2888. 

Oh,  and  I  hope  you  enjoy  this  issue!  Have  a  great  summer. 
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features 


16  The  S i h t h  Ulan 


Meet  the  latest  basketball  recruit  to  enter  Seibert  Hall. 


17  Step  Sing 


The  lights  go  up  and  you're  a  star!  Relive  your  15 
minutes  in  the  limelight  with  Samford's  most  famous 
tradition. 


cover  illustration  by  Brad  Jones 
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Spring  sports 
highlights  from 

basketball, 
traek.softball.ten- 
nis.golf  and  base- 
ball. 

John  Phillips 


Government       ministries 
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The  campaign 
trail  is  still  smok- 
ing when  the  new 

SGA  reps  take 
office. 

Holly  Norman 
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The  Rio  Grande 
Missions  Project 
challenges  stu- 
dents to  cross  our 
southern  border.. 

Rebecca  Darlington 


Ihe  Arts 

12 

Students  display 

their  creativity  on 

stage  and  in  the 

gallery. 

Lisa  Wells  and  Melanie 
Gooden 


21   Petm 


A  true  work  of  art  lives  in  this  man's  spirit.  It's  hard 
to  tell,  though,  which  is  more  impressive  -  the  artist 
or  his  creation. 
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Lisa  D.  Wells 


24  Celebrating  Our  Heritage 

A  glance  back  at  the  African-American  men  and 
women  who  have  made  significant  contributions  to 
this  country  and  this  campus. 


26  Spring  Fling 

Spring  Fever  at  its  finest  -  a  wild  weekend  of  fun,  sun, 
and  a  Slip'N'Slide. 


28  lie  ill  Countries: 
The  Final  Frontier 

It's  a  whole  new  world  out  there.  What's  stopping  you 
from  checking  it  out?  Take  a  look  at  some  who  did, 
when  you're  beamed  down  to  life  Beyond  Samford. 
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The  SSC  and  Ville 

Greek  Weekend: 

Athletic  adven- 

Crew take  stu- 

a non-exclusive 

tures  fire  up  the 

dents  out  with 

party  meant  to  be 

student  body  to 

service  in  mind. 
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Around  the  world  in  30  minutes  or  less?  It  took  years 
for  Magellan,  but  now  the  high-tech  Global  Center  in 
the  new  Divinity  Hall  can  take  you  around  the  world  in 
less  time  than  a  pizza  can  be  delivered  to  your  door. 

Wall-to-wall  TV  screens  and  countless  computers  sur- 
round a  gigantic  globe.  A  huge  10-digit  scoreboard 
keeps  track  of  the  current  world  population.  And  if  the 
globe  didn't  impress  you,  sit  down  at  one  of  the  com- 
puters where  detailed  demographic  and  religious  statis- 
tics on  every  city  in  the  world  are  at  your  fingertips 

Other  displays  ranging  from  a  Biblical  history  time- 
line to  a  student  missionary  spotlight  provide  yet  anoth- 
er source  of  valuable  information  in  the  center. 

Director  William  O'Brien  believes  the  purpose  of  the 
Global  Center  is  to  make  the  world  accessible  to  stu- 
dents, pastors,  missionaries  and  the  general  public. 
"Christians  must  have  knowledge  of  the  thousands  of 


Ind  the  Answer  is.  .  ." 

'Welcome  to  the  College  Bowl,  the  varsity  sport  of 
the  mind,"  the  moderator  begins,  "Question  number 
one:  Who  are  the  Beat  Mysogynist  Poets?" 

The  Poets  are  the  College  Bowl  team  who  had  all 
the  answers  in  this  year's  competition.  They  are: 
Kevin  Vaughan,  a  freshman  religion  major;  Philip 
Mellen,  a  sophomore  English  major;  Josh  Fuller,  a 
freshman  history  major;  and  Julian  Behner,  a  sopho- 
more biology  major 

Losing  one  round  to  Sigma  Chi,  the  Poets  returned 
to  defeat  them  for  the  College  Bowl  title.  Vaughan 
led  his  team  as  the  high  overall  scorer  of  the  tourna- 
ment. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  trend  in  College  Bowl,"  Matt 
Knapp,  a  junior  history  major  said,  "For  the  past  two 
years,  the  team  with  the  most  scandalous  name  has 
won.  I'm  afraid  to  see  what  names  will  come  up  next 
year." 

Nine  teams  representing  different  areas  of  campus 
participated  in  this  three-day,  double-elimination  triv- 
ia tournament  sponsored  by  SGA 

•Stephanie  Zito 


different  types  of  people  in  the  world  before  they  can 
reach  them  for  Christ,"  O'Brien  said. 

Through  its  visual  splendor  and  impressive  technolo- 
gy, the  Global  Center  is  a  welcomed  addition  to  the  uni- 
versity community  and  a  useful  tool  in  educating  our 
campus  on  the  world  outside  the  "bubble." 

-Jon  Burkhart 


Samford  Speaker  Series 


The  Samford  Speaker  Series  continued  this  semester  in  its  quest  to  bring  the  finest  speakers  available  to  the  cam- 
pus. Eric  Motley  and  his  committee  invited  guest  speakers  who  are  leaders  in  their  area  of  expertise  to  share  their 
views  with  students. 

Sf  speakers  for  the  spring  semester  included  Poet  Laureate  Gwendolyn  Brooks,  Consumer  Advocate  Ralph 
Nader  and  1988  Presidential  Candidate  Michael  Dukakis.  Students  can  look  forward  to  the  program's  continuance, 
and  livlier  convos,  next  year.  -Lisa  Wells 
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Greek  Expansion 


Samford  welcomed  three  new  Greek  organizations  to  campus 
this  semester:  one  fraternity  and  two  sororities. 

With  the  help  of  a  search  committee,  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  was  col- 
onized to  become  the  fifth  fraternity  on  campus.  After  extensive 
interviewing  of  almost  100  Samford  males,  40  signed  bids  to 
become  the  charter  members.  "It  has  been  an  incredible  experi- 
ence so  far,  and  the  faculty  and  students  have  both  been  great  in 
making  us  feel  welcome,"  junior  international  relations  major 
Jonathan  Roberts  admits. 

Alpha  Omicron  Pi  also  formed  a  colony  on  campus  with  the 
help  of  two  national  representatives.  The  sorority  currently  has 
69  women  as  new  members.  Both  AOn  and  Sig  Ep  are  working 
together  with  the  administration  on  a  housing  proposal,  and 


[am  library 


On  March  1,  1995,  the  new  Law  Library  opened  its  doors  to 
Cumberland  students.  Eagerly  anticipated,  the  library's 
opening  had  been  postponed  from  January  due  to  construc- 
tion delays. 

The  new  library  offers  more  resources  for  students  in 
search  of  knowledge,  and  more  study  areas  for  students  in 
search  of  a  quiet  place  to  read.  -Lisa  Wells 
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Cornerstone  Curriculum 

Last  August,  the  Cornerstone  curriculum  was  adopt- 
ed by  Samford's  faculty  to  become  the  university's 
overall  general  curriculum.  However,  the  question  of 
when  it  will  be  fully  integrated  into  Samford's  educa- 
tional program  still  remains  unanswered. 


both  will  participate  in  fall  rush  next  year. 

The  third  organization  to  be  chartered  was  Delta  Sigma  Theta, 
and  its  founding  was  due  in  large  part  to  the  efforts  of  the  late 
Tiffany  Conaway.  The  sorority  currently  has  10  members  and 
Miss  Conaway  was  initiated  in  memoriam.  All  three  organizations 
have  made  a  significant  addition  to  Greek  life  at  Samford,  and 
have  been  well-received  by  the  campus.  -Brad  Wolfe 

-Brad  Wolfe 


Hooray  for  (Hay! 


This  May,  the  senior  class  of  Samford  University  will  reach 
the  crowning  achievement  of  its  college  career  —  graduation. 

There  are  792  seniors  who  will  graduate  this  spring,  includ- 
ing undergraduates  as  well  as  Law,  Pharmacy,  and  other  grad- 
uate students.  In  addition,  302  seniors  already  graduated  last 
August  or  December. 

Several  events  are  planned  for  Commencement  weekend, 
such  as  the  Candlelight  Dinner,  sponsored  by  the  Alumni 
Association,  and  the  Baccalaureate  Service,  which  will  be  held 
in  the  Leslie  Stephen  Wright  Fine  Arts  Center.  The  speaker  for 
the  Commencement  exercises  will  be  Don  Logan,  who  is  the 
president  and  CEO  of  Time/Life  Inc. 

Not  all  seniors  are  anxiously  anticipating  graduation,  howev- 
er. Senior  public  administration  major  Jason  Cooper  admitted, 
"I  know  it's  supposed  to  be  a  big  time  in  our  life,  but  I'm  having 
trouble  getting  excited  about  it.  I  feel  so  bombarded  with 
school  work  and  the  pressures  of  finding  a  job,  that  it  leaves  lit- 
tle time  for  me  to  enjoy  thinking  about  graduating." 
Others  feel  differently,  though.  Senior  religion  major  Danny 
Adams  is  very  excited.  "I  have  so  many  friends  that  I  will 
always  cherish  when  I  graduate,"  he  said. 

Graduation  will  be  at  10  a.m.  on  Saturday,  May  20, 1995,  at  the 
Birmingham-Jefferson  Civic  Center  Coliseum. 

-Brad  Wolfe 


Students  should  not  be  concerned,  though,  about 
returning  from  summer  to  find  all  of  their  classes  have 
been  restructured  to  fit  the  Cornerstone  format.  For 
although  the  program  is  here  to  stay,  it  will  take  time 
to  implement.  -Lisa  Wells 
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Bash  etba 


The  basketball  team  wrapped  up  its 
season  this  spring  with  11  league  wins 
and  a  second-place  finish  in  the  Trans- 
America  Athletic  Conference  (TAAC) 
regular  season.  Jarrod  Jones,  Jonathan 
Pixley  and  Joey  Davenport  stood  out  as 
stars  on  the  team,  but  much  of  the 


Bulldogs'  success  can  be  attributed  to 
their  supporting  cast 

"One  thing  that  helped  our  team  was 
our  depth  this  year,"  Pixley,  a  sopho- 
more, said,  "We  have  a  lot  of  people  that 
can  come  off  the  bench  and  contribute." 

Rolling  in  from  the  road  with  an  eight- 
game  winning  streak,  including  wins 
over  Georgia  State  and  Mercer,  the 
Dawgs  came  home  to  find  a  record-set- 
ting 3500  fans  awaiting  them  in  a  big 
game  against  the  College  of  Charleston. 
(see  "The  Sixth  Man "  on  p.  16) 

'The  loss  to  Charleston  was  heart- 
breaking," Pixley  said.  "We've  lost  to 
them  for  the  past  two  seasons." 

Besides  their  outstanding  season,  five 
members  of  the  team  were  named  to 
the  TAAC  All-Academic  Team  in  the  fall 
semester.  And  with  only  one  senior 
graduating,  the  team  looks  forward  to 
building  on  this  year's  success  next  sea- 
son. 


Track  and  Field 

The  men's  and  women's  track  teams  competed  in  eight 
meets  throughout  the  Southeast  before  their  season 
ended. 

For  the  men,  junior  Michael  Stuart  has  performed  like 
an  ironman,  competing  in  three-to-five  events  every  week. 
As  the  lead  leg  on  the  4x200m  relay  at  the  Morehouse 
Relays  in  Atlanta,  he  pushed  the  team  to  a  new  school 
record  with  a  time  of  1:28. 

Senior  Sean  Lyden  also  enjoyed  this  season,  finishing  in 
the  top  five  in  the  5000m  every  time  he  ran  the  event. 

At  the  Samford  Relays,  freshmen  Heath  Lewis  and 
Wayne  Carter  placed  first  and  second,  respectively,  in  the 
pole  vault  and  Brad  Rogers,  a  junior,  won  the  800m. 

Senior  Shellie  Tillman  and  junior  Jennifer  Garner  have 
anchored  the  women's  team  this  spring.   At  the  Samford 


Relays, 
Tillman  won 
the  200m 
and  Garner 
won  the 
8  0  0m. 
Garner  sped 
to  a  near- 
record  time 

of  2:18  in  her  race,  missing  the  school  record  by  only  two- 
hundredths  of  a  second. 

"Our  middle-distance  squad  has  run  well,"  sophomore 
Jennifer  Lockamy  said.  "They  pulled  together  as  a  team 
this  season,  and  broke  the  school  record  in  the  4x800m 
relay.  Our  future  looks  bright  for  next  season." 
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Tennis 


Softha 


The  tennis  teams 
continue  to  enjoy  success 
under  Coach  Pat  Breen. 
Onthe  men's  side  this 
year,  Breen  relied  on  the 
service  of  sophomore 
Pieter  Calitz.  Calitz,  who  is 
nationally-ranked  played  in 
the  top  psition  for  the 
team  throughout  the  season. 
All  the  early  morning 
practices  and  long  after- 
noons the  players  spent 
on  the  courts  paid  off  for  the  men,  as  they  won  the  TAAC 
Championship  in  April.  The  team  faced  Florida  International, 
who  has  been  a  thorn  in  the  Bulldogs'  side  for  two  years  in  the 
conference  championship. 

Pivotal  wins  by  Calitz,  junior  Akash  Lamba  and  sophomore 
Marcus  Lyons  gave  the  Dawgs  the  edge  they  needed  to  win 
the  championship.  Both  Calitz  and  Lambda  were  named  to  the 
All-Conference  Team  and  Breen  was  named  Coach  of  the  Year. 
The  women's  tennis  team  also  played  well  this  spring,  post- 
ing a  12-4  record  for  the  season.  Sophomore  Falguni  Parsana 
and  junior  Julia  Tichonenko  shared  the  number  one  position 
for  the  team,  and  the  doubles  team  of  Jenny  and  Jill  Wise,  both 
seniors,  gave  the  women  a  well-balanced  lineup. 

"It  was  exciting  to  have  such  a  great  season,"  Jenny  Wise 
said,  "We  worked  so  well  together,  it  all  paid  off." 

The  women  finished  fifth  in  the  TAAC  by  winning  a  close  5-4 
victory  over  Centenary. 


The  women's  Softball  team  spent  this  season  rebuilding,  but 
they  did  have  some  exciting  wins,  including  a  tough  win  over 
local  rival  Jacksonville  State. 

The  Lady  Bulldogs  also  placed  second  at  the  East  Carolina 
Invitational  Tournament.  Junior  Tracy  Hawkins  was  named 
"Best  Hitter"  of  the  tournament  as  well. 

Freshman  Kristie  Dunaway  thinks  this  spring  has  helped 
many  of  the  younger  players  mature.  'We  gained  a  lot  of  experi- 
ence this  season.  It  has  helped  build  our  mental  toughness," 
she  said. 

Senior  Holly  Tucker,  a  pitcher,  has  led  the  team  in  persever- 
ance, however.  She  worked  hard  to  recover  from  shoulder 
surgery  in  order  to  play  this  spring,  and  has  served  as  a  leader 
for  the  team.  Tucker  was  named  to  the  All-Tournament  Team  at 
the  Southwestern  Louisiana  Tournament. 

"We  have  good  leadership,  and  only  one  senior.  Almost 
everybody  will  be  back  for  next  year,"  Dunaway  said. 


Golf 


Baseball 


Freshmen  Mark  Banning  and  Victor  Kyatt  anchored  the 
men's  golf  team  this  spring.  Banning  and  Kyatt,  along  with 
sophomore  Lawrence  Key,  qualified  for  all  the  tournaments  this 
season. 

Banning  landed  in  the  top  20  at  the  Jacksonville  State 
Tournament,  bringing  home  with  him  the  team's  most  impres- 
sive finish  of  the  year.  The  tournament  also  offered  the  team 
their  strongest  competition  of  the  season. 

Sophomore  Chris  Bauer  said,  "I  don't  think  we  lived  up  to  our 
potential  this  year,  but  everyone  is  returning  for  us  next  year." 

The  men's  squad  finished  sixth  out  of  the  11-team  field  at  the 
conference  tournament. 


Competing  against  some  of  the  nation's 
best  this  season,  the  baseball  team  scored 
big  wins  early  on  over  Auburn,  Vanderbilt 
and  Penn  State. 

Another  high  point  in  the  season  came  as 
a  5-4  win  against  city  rival  Birmingham- 
Southern.  The  game  played  into  extra 
innings  before  the  Dawgs  pulled  it  out  in 
the  15th  inning. 

"We  started  out  strong,  going  6-1  with 
wins  over  Auburn  and  Vandy,  but  right  now, 
we're  trying  to  battle  our  way  into  the 
conference  tournament,"  sophomore  Alan 
Dobbins  said. 

With  only  four  teams  allowed  to  compete 


for  the  TAAC  title,  the  competition  is  fierce. 
Dobbins  thinks  the  team  has  a  good 
chance,  though.  "This  team  is  different 
than  ones  in  the  past.  Everyone  gets  along 
great.  Before,  conflict  has  led  to  our  down- 
fall," he  said. 

Relying  on  a  mix  of  older  talent  and 
young  stars,  the  team  looks  to  maintain 
their  foundation  for  next  year,  as  none  of 
the  starting  pitchers  are  graduating. 
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S6H  Elections 


The  1995  Student  Government  Association  elections  went  down 
in  history  on  April  10,  when  a  record  number  of  students  voted  to 
elect  Samford's  first  African-American  president.  The  voters  also 
chose  a  victor  in  one  of  the  closest  second-vice  president  races  in 
the  school's  history. 

Eric  Motley,  a  junior  political  science  major,  garnered  100%  of  the 
votes  to  become  the  new  SGA  president.  However,  he  ran  unop- 
posed in  the  election. 

Motley  plans  to  make  several  improvements  next  year.  One  of 
his  proposals  is  to  provide  a  core  learning  team,  which  will  be  used 
to  gain  ideas  from  all  campus  organizations.  He  wishes  to  use  this 
team  to  explore  the  ways  in  which  Samford  students  think  their  col- 
lege experience  can  be  improved.  A  series  of  management  trans- 
formations are  also  at  the  top  of  Motley's  to-do  list. 

Lisa  Good,  a  junior  public  administration  major,  defeated  Bill 
Lunsford,  a  sophomore  public  administration  major,  for  the  office  of 
first  vice-president,  receiving  55%  of  the  votes.  Good's  responsibili- 
ties in  her  new  office  include  presiding  over  the  senate  and  gather- 
ing information  from  students  concerning  ways  SGA  may  be 
improved. 

Good  plans  to  make  effective  use  of  teamwork,  delegation,  and 
leadership  in  her  position,  and  would  like  to  continue  the  bi-weekly 
senate  coffee  meetings  in  order  to  receive  input  about  SGA  activi- 
ties from  interested  students. 

Fierce  competition  sparked  a  run-off  for  the  office  of  second  vice- 
president  when  candidates  Jenni  Cook,  a  human  development  fami- 
ly studies  major,  and  John  Roland,  a  junior  public  administration 
major,  split  the  general  election  votes  at  500  apiece.  In  the  run-off 
election,  Cook  won  by  13  votes. 

Cook  will  be  in  charge  of  student  activities,  such  as 
Homecoming,  Step  Sing  and  Experimental  Stages  (Howards).  In 
her  position,  she  plans  to  motivate,  communicate  and  delegate  to 
work  effectively  for  the  student  body. 

Andy  Covington,  a  sophomore  management  major,  defeated 
Chad  McDaniel,  a  freshman  public  administration  major,  for  the 
office  of  treasurer,  receiving  51%  of  the  votes.  As  treasurer, 
Covington  will  be  in  charge  of  SGAs  $104,000  budget.  He  plans  to 
work  with  other  members  of  SGA  in  deciding  the  best  ways  in 
which  the  money  should  be  spent. 

With  Eric  Motley,  Lisa  Good,  Jenni  Cook,  and  Andy  Covington  as 
the  new  SGA  leaders,  plans  are  in  the  works  to  improve  SGA  as  well 
as  other  phases  of  student  life  at  Samford  University. 
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left:  Campaign  strategies  took  on  now  territories  this  year. 


Summer,  the  all-too-short  vacation  students  have  between  semes- 
ters, is  often  spent  recovering  from  the  burdens  of  school.  Some  stu- 
dents spend  their  summers  making  extra  money  for  the  fall,  while  oth- 
ers travel  or  relax. 

Some  students,  however,  dedicate  their  summer  vacations  to  serv- 
ing God  in  the  mission  field.  Missions  programs  abound  on 
Samford's  campus,  but  one  organization  has  placed  students  in  sum- 
mer assignments  for  almost  twenty  years  now  —  the  Rio  Grande 
Summer  Missions  Project. 

"Most  of  the  students  who  participate  in  this  missions  program 
never  are  the  same  when  they  return  back  to  the  states,"  Dr.  Myralyn 
Allgood,  Head  of  the  Cornerstone  program  and  the  World  Languages 
and  Cultures  Department,  said. 

A  grass-roots  operation  that  began  as  a  program  for  college  students 
who  were  studying  Spanish  in  Texas,  the  Rio  Grande  project's  original 
purpose  was  to  promote  literacy  for  hispanic  people  on  both  sides  of 
the  U.S.-Mexican  border.  Since  its  initial  development,  the  project  has 
expanded  its  mission  from  teaching  literacy  to  offering  Bible  studies 
for  the  hispanic  people. 

As  the  program  grew,  it  caught  Allgood's  eye.  When  she  saw  the 
increasing  need  for  students  in  the  hispanic  ministry,  she  presented 
the  challenge  to  join  the  program  to  her  students,  creating  the 
Samford  commitment  to  the  organization. 

"By  involving  yourself  in  a  ministry  with  people  who  have  so  little, 
you  realize  how  fortunate  you  are,  regardless  of  your  work,"  Allgood 
said. 

Lara  Johnson,  a  junior  sociology  major,  spent  last  summer  with  the 
project,  working  in  Texas  less  than  two  miles  from  Mexico.  "It  was  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  be  in  a  different  environment,  and  I  fell  in 
love  with  the  hispanic  culture,"  she  said. 

Liz  Montgomery,  a  junior  elementary  education  major,  served  in  the 
small  town  of  Alice,  Texas.  A  short  distance  from  the  U.S.-Mexican 
border,  Montgomery  had  the  opportunity  to  work  with  youth  groups 
in  a  small  church,  to  serve  as  a  youth  intern,  and  to  go  to  different 
camps  and  lead  Bible  studies. 

"I  learned  to  be  patient  and  trust  that  God  was  planting  the  seeds  in 
the  people,  even  though  I  might  not  always  see  the  fruit  of  his  labor," 
she  said  of  her  experience,  "I  never  imagined  I  would  have  the  oppor- 
tunities I  did  to  step  out  in  faith." 

The  team  of  Samford  students  who  will  serve  in  the  Rio  Grande  pro- 
ject this  year  are:  Dan  Durbin,  a  sophomore  religion  major;  Elizabeth 
Rowe,  a  junior  music  education  major;  and  Wendell  Kellum,  a  sopho- 
more chemistry  major. 

Although  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language  has  proven  helpful  for 
those  who  have  participated  in  this  ministry,  it  is  not  a  requirement. 
The  only  true  requirement  students  must  meet  is  a  willingness  to  help 
others. 

For  more  information  on  the  Rio  Grande  project,  contact  Allgood  at 
870-2747.  And  for  more  information  on  other  summer  missions  oppor- 
tunities, contact  the  Campus  Ministries  office  at  870-2927  or  Campus 
Outreach  at  978-2260. 


Rio  Grande: 

Summer  missions 
South  of  the 
Border 


FAIL  lSS*   11 


Hrt  Show 


In  April,  Samford  art  students 
were  given  the  chance  to  show- 
case their  work  in  a  gallery  presen- 
tation sponsored  by  the  art  department. 

The  showing  was  organized  by  Dr.  Lowell  Vann, 
Head  of  the  Art  Department,  and  Art  Professor  Gloria 
Clemmensen.  They  worked  with  other  members  of  the 
department  in  selecting  some  of  the  best  student  pieces 
to  exhibit  in  the  gallery,  which  is  located  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  Wright  Center. 

The  show  featured  art  works  from  all  of  the  studio-art 
classes  offered  throughout  the  1994-95  school  year. 

"Once  a  year  we  collect  pieces  from  the  department 
to  exhibit.  We  also  offer  a  showing  of  the  senior  pro- 
jects in  early  May  of  each  year.  The  students  in  the  art 
department  work  diligently  on  projects  for  their  various 
studio  classes,  so  it's  nice  for  them  to  have  chance  to 
show  off  that  hard  work  to  the  rest  of  the  campus," 
Vann  said. 

The  showcase  of  art  work  included  a  self-portrait 
done  by  junior  graphic  design  major  Brownie  Rushing. 

"I  feel  honored  to  have  been  chosen  to  participate," 
Rushing  said, "It  is  very  reassuring  for  art  students  to 
have  their  work  recognized,  and  it  also  gives  us  a 
chance  to  see  what  other  students  in  the  department 
have  done." 

A  photography  exhibit  was  also  part  of  the  student 
showcase.  Many  of  the  photos  were  taken  while  stu- 
dents were  studying  at  Samford's  London  Centre. 

"My  photo  of  a  homeless  mother  and  child  was  taken 
on  the  Champs  Elysee  during  our  weekend  trip  to  Paris 
with  Samford  during  the  Jan  Term  session,"  senior  art 
major  Wendy  Erion  said. 

Mary  Ann  Upham,  a  junior  graphic  design  major,  and 
Kendra  Sawyer,  a  senior  art  major,  both  entered  photos 


Ulapolias 


of  the  people  and  architectural  highlights  of  London. 
Some  of  their  photos  included  London's  infamous  taxis, 
stained  glass  windows  in  ancient  cathedrals  and  pic- 
tures of  the  Parliament  building. 

As  part  of  the  printmaking  class  taught  by 
Clemmensen,  students  entered  handmade  paper  they 
used  for  etchings  and  screenprinting.  Beatriz 
Arciniegas,  a  senior  graphic  design  major,  entered  a 
handmade  book  and  an  embossing  entitled  "Whirlpod" 
that  were  both  displayed. 

Recently  -graduated  graphic  design  major  Jason 
Wood  entered  a  photo  montage  of  different  posters  and 
art  work  found  within  London's  underground  tube  sys- 
tem. One  of  his  pieces  was  a  montage  of  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber's  "Starlight  Express"  poster. 

The  art  department's  drawing  and  structure  classes 
also  submitted  work,  including  several  three-dimension- 
al projects. 

"We  would  like  to  advertise  our  gallery  showing  in 
the  community  in  the  future.  We  also  want  to  invite 
high  school  art  students  to  view  the  works  exhibited  in 
our  gallery,"  Vann  said. 

Vann  has  traveled  to  many  specialized  art  schools 
across  the  southeast  and  says  that  Samford  art  students' 
work  ranks  at  the  top  of  those  schools  he  has  visited. 

"Our  students  are  definitely  above  average  and  our 
gallery  showing  gives  us  a  chance  to  exhibit  this  [tal- 
ent] to  the  rest  of  the  university,"  Vann  said. 
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above:  The  cast  of  Steel  Magnolias. 


Samford  University  Theatre's  production 
of  "Steel  Magnolias,"  which  ran  January  26 
through  February  4,  offered  a  view  of  life  in 
Chinquapin,  Louisiana  to  those  lucky  enough 
to  get  a  ticket  for  the  show. 


The  unique  stage  design  of  the  play  invited 
theatregoers  into  the  world  of  Miss  Truvy's 
beauty  shop,  where  the  private  lives  of  the 
entire  town  were  discussed  by  five  colorful 
women. 

Senior  graphic  design  major  Sean  Castle, 
who  designed  the  set  with  senior  language 
arts  major  Jesse  Tilton,  said,  "Our  concept 
was  to  include  the  audience.  We  designed 
everything  without  faculty  help,  which  made 
it  more  difficult.  But  it  was  fun  to  say  we  did 
everything  ourselves." 

Sophomore  Spanish  major  Bethany 
Wright,  who  played  Shelby,  said  of  her  per- 


formance, "It  didn't  feel  like  work.  The 
actresses  had  a  lot  of  chemistry,  and  it  felt 
natural  to  talk  with  them.  I  never  felt  like  I 
was  just  standing  there  saying  my  lines." 

After  the  audience  got  over  the  initial 
shock  of  being  seated  onstage  within  an 
arm's  reach  of  the  performance,  they 
received  the  atmosphere  with  warm  reviews. 
"I  wanted  to  jump  into  a  chair  and  ask  for  a 
haircut."  senior  speech  communication 
major  Jon  Burkhart  said. 

Samford  University  Theatre  also  pro- 
duced a  the  play.  "JB,"  a  story  about  the  life 
of  Job  which  ran  through  the  end  of  April. 


S S C  Cleans  up 
irmingha  m 


"There  is  no  bet- 
ter exercise  for 
strengthening  the 

B.  •  heart  than  reaching 

irminaham    *-*>?"«■* 
people  up. 

These  wise  words  by  an  unknown  author  may  best 
express  the  attitudes  of  the  students  involved  with  the 
Samford  Service  Council  (SSC) . 

Described  as  an  "umbrella  organization,"  the  SSC 
consists  of  student  representatives  from  other  local  ser- 
vice agencies  from  both  on  and  off-campus.  Some  agen- 
cies involved  with  the  SSC  include  Shepherd's  Fold,  a 
prison  ministry  for  inmates  about  to  re-enter  society; 
Workshop's  Inc.,  a  training  and  employment  center  for 
people  with  disabilities;  the  Birmingham  Zoo;  local  pub- 
lic libraries;  and  some  of  the  Alabama  State  Parks. 

Jennifer  Boroughs,  Community  Service  Staff  Advisor, 
said,  "SSC  consists  of  meeting  together  to  share  ideas 
and  compare  service  activities."  Some  describe  the  SSC 
as  a  chance  for  Samford  students  to  expose  themselves 
to  the  aspects  of  public  service  in  a  positive  way,  and  as 
a  good  way  to  learn  to  work  with  others  while  accom- 
plishing things  for  people  in  need. 

This  semester,  the  Community  Service  Office  select- 
ed 10  new  Program  Chairs  for  the  SSC:  Jimmy  Boyette 
and  Lori  Wright,  Criminal  Justice;  J.M.  Keel,  Crisis 
Intervention;  Amanda  Dunn,  Disability  Issues;  Jason 
Varnell,  Elderly  Care;  Kara  Gleason  and  Misty  Patton, 
Education;  Angie  Boy  and  Alan  Long,  Health  Care;  and 
Kerry  Lovelace,  Youth  Services. 

The  Program  Chairs  place  student  volunteers  with  a 
service  agency,  advertise  the  agency's  needs,  and  assist 
in  campus  wide  service  programs. 

SSC's  major  service  project  this  semester, 
Birmingham  Cleanup,  took  place  on  Saturday,  April  8. 


Associated  with  Samford's  annual  Spring  Fling  —  three 
"study-free"  days  of  events  and  activities  — Birmingham 
Cleanup  consisted  of  doing  tasks  such  as  yard  and  cleri- 
cal work  in  service  agencies  in  the  Birmingham  area. 

Some  activities  included  students'  help  in  booths  at 
the  Spring  Carnival  at  Avondale  Community  School  and 
doing  yard  work  at  the  Association  for  Retarded 
Citizens.  The  first  400  Samford  students  who  participat- 
ed received  a  free  T-shirt  and  a  free  breakfast. 
Participants  met  at  Ben  Brown  Plaza  at  7:30  a.m.  and 
worked  at  their  designated  areas  from  9  a.m.  until  noon. 
Then  they  were  free  to  enjoy  the  rest  of  the  Spring 
Fling  activities. 

Birmingham  Cleanup's  goal  is  not  only  to  help  out 
the  local  agencies,  but  also  to  spend  a  morning  of  ser- 
vice together  as  a  campus.  Senior  chemistry  major  and 
Health  Care  Chair  Alan  Long  said  the  event  offered  "a 
good  chance  for  groups  such  as  fraternities  and  sorori- 
ties to  get  involved  with  community  service." 

Sophomore  pre-pharmacy  major  and  Disability  Issues 
Chair  Amanda  Dunn  said  the  part  of  Birmingham 
Cleanup  she  liked  the  best  was  "the  cooperation 
between  Samford  students  and  Birmingham  residents." 
If  you  ask  members  of  the  SSC  why  they  enjoy  doing 
volunteer  work  and  helping  others,  you'll  get  varied 
answers.  Junior  psychology  major  and  Criminal  Justice 
Chair  Lori  Wright  said  at  the  college  she  transferred 
from,  "Service  was  required,  like  Convo.  I  found  I 
enjoyed  it,  especially  when  I  could  somehow  apply  it  to 
my  major." 

While  all  the  students  active  in  the  Samford  Service 
Council  possess  different  motives  for  their  involvement, 
the  common  thread  was  best  stated  by  sophomore  ele- 
mentary education  major  and  Education  Chair  Kara 
Gleason,  when  she  said,  "Reaching  someone,  even  in 
the  smallest  way,  can  mean  a  lot." 


Ville  Crew 

While  most  students  sleep  in  or  hit  the 
books  on  Saturday,  Samford's  Ville  Crew 
gets  actively  involved  with  the  local  commu- 
nity. 

For  over  18  years,  the  Ville  Crew  has  spent 
their  weekend  afternoons  working  with  chil- 
dren at  Loveman's  Village,  an  inner-city 
housing  project. 

Senior  philosophy  and  religion  major  Jim 
Harden,  who  is  the  director  of  Ville  Crew, 
said,  "We  get  involved  with  the  area  families 
by  working  with  the  kids.  The  whole  com- 
munity of  Loveman's 


Village  knows  us,  and  looks  forward  to  see- 
ing us  on  Saturdays." 

Students  spend  their  time  with  the  kids 
playing  games,  laughing,  and  singing  songs. 
At  the  end  of  the  day,  the  volunteers  tell  a 
Bible  story  to  the  children,  and  then  go 
home  until  next  week. 

The  number  of  student  volunteers  range 
from  10  to  25  each  week,  and  Ville  Crew 
always  is  open  to  interested  students.  "It's 
one  of  the  most  worthwhile  organizations 
you  can  be  involved  in,  because  of  the  posi- 
tive effects  it  has  on  both  the  student  and  the 
community,"  Harden  said. 


Meredith  Miller,  a  sophomore  accounting 
major,  agreed,  "It's  been  my  priviledge  to 
work  with  Ville  Crew.  I  thank  God  that  He 
has  given  me  time  to  spend  with  these  chil- 
dren. This  time  has  helped  me  learn  how  to 
be  a  part  of  the  world  outside  Samford." 

For  more  information  on  Ville  Crew,  con- 
tact Jim  Harden  at  870-9606. 
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Greek  Week 


In  all  the  spirit  of  Pan-Hellenia,  the  Samford  Greeks 
threw  a  weekend  full  of  parties,  play  and  projects,  with 
enough  fun  to  please  all  the  gods  and  godesses. 

"Greek  Weekend  is  an  annual  campus-wide  event 
sponsored  by  Panhellenic  and  the  Inter-Fraternity 
Council  with  the  purposes  of  unifying  the  Greek  system 
and  breaking  down  barriers  between 
Independents  and  Greeks  on  campus,"  said  Greek 
weekend  co-chair  and  Panhellenic  member  Amy 
Armstrong. 

The  weekend  started  out  with  a  breakfast  with  a  devo- 
tion by  various  fraternity  and  sorority  chaplains.  Later 
Friday  night,  the  campus  jammed  to  the  sounds  of 
Samford's  own  Dysher  in  the  food  court.  "The  band  was 
good  and  there  was  a  good  mix  of  people  from  all  the 
different  organizations,"  said  Junior  Zeta  Kara  Murphy. 
When  the  band  died  down  a  dozen  or  so  enjoyed  mid- 
night bowling. 

All  day  Saturday,  the  sisters  of  Phi  Mu  showed  that 
there  is  more  to  being  Greek  than  parties  as  they  spent 
the  day  in  rocking  chairs  to  raise  money  for  the 
Children's  Miracle  Network.  This  rock-a-thon  was  the 
final  event  in  their  week  long  effort  which  raised  over 
3,000  dollars.  "It  was  exciting  that  the  rock-a-thon  and 
the  week's  balloon  sale  were  so  successful,"  said  Junior 
Phi  Mu  Christy  Vickery.  "It  was  also  great  how  the 
other  fraternities  and  sororities  supported  us,  some 
even  came  to  Wal-Mart  and  took  a  turn  rocking." 

After  the  day  full  of  service,  Greek  weekend  ended 
with  the  Sigma  Chi-sponsored  party  featuring  Catfish 
Jenkins.  "I  had  planned  to  stop  by  the  Sigma  Chi  party 
just  to  see  who  was  there,  but  the  band  and  the  party 
were  so  good,  that  I  wound  up  staying  there  the  whole 
night!"  said  sophomore  Phi  Mu  Carrie  Dawson. 

"The  turnout  for  the  activities  was  great  all  weekend," 
Armstrong  said.  "There  were  Lambda  Chis  at  the  Sigma 
Chi  party,  Sigma  Chis  at  the  Lambda  Chi  band,  Zetas 
rocking  alongside  of  the  Phi  Mus,  and  independents 
dancing  with  the  Greeks.  I  think  this  shows  that  our 
goals  were  accomplished." 


left:  Phi  Mu  sells  balloons  for  the  Children's  Miracle 
'u  Network. 
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above:  Students  on  a  Campus  Recreation  Adventure  explore  Eudy  Cave 


etic 


Adventures 


The  intramural  sports 
division  of  Campus 
Recreation  offered 
intense  competition  in 
basketball  and  Softball 
for  Samford's  weekend 
warriors  this  semester. 

Beginning  the  semester  with  basketball,  over  60 
men  and  women's  teams  competed  against  one 
another  to  win  division  titles.  Shots  made  at  the  last 
second  determined  the  outcome  of  many  games  that 
were  unequalled  in  excitement. 

"The  games  were  closer  and  the  competition  was 
more  intense  this  year  compared  to  last  year,"  sopho- 
more management  major  Steven  Gum,  a  member  of 
the  Pi  Kappa  Phi  basketball  team,  said. 

The  teams  that  stood  alone  at  the  end  of  the  intra- 
mural basketball  season  were  Fresh  Grad,  a  team  of 
graduate  students,  in  the  men's  division,  and  a  ZTA 
team  in  the  women's  division. 

Forty-five  men's,  women's  and  co-rec  (co-ed)  teams 
battled  it  out  on  the  Softball  field  from  April  3  to  May 
6  in  the  Intramural  Softball  season.  Winning  or  losing 
was  not  a  life-or-death  matter  for  some  players, 
though. 

"The  team  I'm  on  is  out  there  to  have  fun.  We're 
not  there  to  cuss  or  kick  dirt,"  senior  management 
major  Megan  Kenney  said. 

In  general,  however,  players  on  the  intramural 
fields  and  courts  displayed  exceptional  sportsman- 
ship. "I  thought  it  [sportsmanship]  was  pretty  good 
this  year,"  Campus  Recreation  Director  Les  Brooks 
said. 

In  May,  the  IFC  will  award  the  coveted  All-Sports 
Trophy  to  the  fraternity  who  has  earned  the  most 
points  in  the  year-long  sports  competition.  The 
sports  included  in  this  year's  competition  were  flag 
football,  volleyball,  basketball,  softball,  and  soccer. 


The  top  two  teams  at  this  point  are 
Lambda  Chi  Alpha,  135  points,  and 
Sigma  Chi,  100  points.  However, 
the  winner  will  not  be  determined 
until  after  the  IFC  softball  and  soc- 
cer tournaments. 

Intramural  officials  received  an 
extra  four-to  five-hours  of  training 
this  year  by  Coach  John  Haywood. 
The  extra  training  equipped  the 
officials  to  better  judge  the  basket- 
ball and  softball  tournaments. 
"I  felt  better  prepared  to  officiate 
the  games  and  make  calls  thanks  to 
the  training  we  went  through  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,"  sophomore  journalism  major 
Deborah  Brooks,  an  intramural  referee,  said. 

Campus  Recreation  also  offered  more  adventurous 
students  the  opportunity  to  go  Whitewater  rafting, 
caving,  repelling  and  camping.  Two  outdoor  excur- 
sions took  place  this  semester. 

On  March  4,  12  students  left  Samford  early  in  the 
morning  to  enjoy  a  full  day  of  caving  at  Eudy  Cave  in 
North  Alabama.  Students  proceeded  deep  into  the 
cave  where  they  explored  the  previously  unknown 
and  came  face-to-face  with  some  local  residents  — 
bats.  The  caving  trip  cost  $10,  including  meals  and 
transportation. 

Approximately  15  students  went  to  Cheaha  State 
Park  for  a  three-day  camping  and  repelling  trip  on 
April  21.  The  excursion  cost  $25,  including  meals, 
transportation,  and  all  the  equipment  needed  for 
camping  and  repelling. 

Since  arriving  at  Samford,  Brooks  has  increased 
the  athletic  and  outdoor  opportunities  available  to  stu- 
dents. Unfortunately,  he  will  be  leaving  the  universi- 
ty at  the  end  of  the  semester,  when  he  begins  his  new 
position  as  Dean  of  Students  at  Piedmont  College. 

"We  love  Samford,  but  this  was  a  good  opportunity 
for  me,"  Brooks  said.  The  Samford  community  wish- 
es Brooks  and  his  family  well  and  would  like  to  thank 
him  for  his  contribution  to  Campus  Recreation  and 
the  student  body. 
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The  crowd  has  often  been  called  college  basketball's  sixth  man. 
And  without  a  doubt,  fan  support  for  Samford  basketball  this 
season  provided  the  extra  enthusiasm  the  BuDdogs  needed  to  win. 
Whether  it  was  the  thrill  of  a  74-73  win  over  Central  Florida  or  a 
frustrating  68-66  loss  to  College  of  Charleston,  the  team's  fans 
wouldn't  have  missed  this  season  for  the  world. 

The  highest  attendance  recorded  for  Seibert  Hall  last  season 
topped  out  at  1,736.  This  year  at  the  College  of  Charleston  game 
3,672  fans  packed  the  gym,  smashing  last  year's 
record.  And  though  the  game  ended  in  an  agonizing 
two-point  loss,  the  crowds  kept  coming  back. 
'To  see  the  consistency  of  big  crowds  this  year  was 

The  Sixth  Man 


surprising,"  Bob  Greene,  Director  of  Athletic  Media 
and  Marketing,  recalls,  "When  we  gave  out  the  'Bad 
Dawg'  shirts,  the  line  was  all  the  way  down  the  street . 
It  was  good  to  see  people  come  that  far  in  advance. 
And  it  was  an  absolutely  terrific  ballgame." 

The  crowd  of  3188  at  the  Centenary  game  went 
ballistic  when  Joey  Davenport  hit  a  three-point  shot 
to  win  the  game  with  three  seconds  left.  Macy 
Jones,  a  junior  pharmacy  student  says,  "I 
couldn't  be  at  the  game,  but  I  was  listening  to  it  on 
the  radio.  When  Joey  hit  that  shot,  we  couldn't  even  hear  the 
announcer  because  the  crowd  was  so  loud!" 

Mark  Stevens,  a  junior  physical  education  major,  joined  in  with 
the  spirited  tailgaters  before  the  game.  He  remembers,  "We  were 
so  impressed  that  there  were  2000  people  at  a  Jan  Term  game,  we 
thought  we  should  kick  off  the  spring  season  in  a  good  way.  I  never 
dreamed  that  we  would  end  up  cooking  80  hamburgers  and  20  hot- 
dogs!" 

Perhaps  the  greatest  show  of  fan  support  occurred  when  33  stu- 
dents and  four  faculty  advisors  boarded  a  bus  and  traveled 
overnight  to  Orlando,  Fla.  for  the  Trans-America  Athletic 
Conference  basketball  tournament. 

Jennifer  Weaver,  a  junior  theater  major,  says,  "I  slept  most  of  the 
time  on  the  bus,  but  everyone  else  was  having  fun  playing  cards 
and  singing  songs.  The  best  part  was  making  new  friends  and  get- 
ting to  know  people." 

The  game  ended  in  a  disappointing  71-57  first-round  loss  to 
Georgia  State,  a  team  the  Bulldogs  had  beaten  twice  in  the  regular 
season  by  a  combined  total  of  37  points.  "The  game  turned  out  to 
be  a  reversal  of  last  year,"  speech  communications  major  Roger 
Davis  says.  "We  were  ranked  number  seven  and  knocked  Georgia 
State  out  of  the  tournament.  This  year,  they  were  ranked  number 
seven  and  knocked  us  out." 

Ironically,  Florida  International,  who  had  won  only  three  confer- 
ence games  until  tournament  time,  stole  the  conference  title  and 
received  the  automatic  bid  to  the  NCAA  tournament.  What  turned 
out  to  be  even  more  ironic  was  who  FIU  faced  in  the  first  round  of 
the  NCAAs  —  UCLA! 

The  Bulldogs'  14-point  loss  in  the  tournament  could  not  over- 
shadow their  tremendous  season  though.  The  team,  composed 
players  hailing  from  Ohio  to  Louisiana,  produced  some 


unforgettable  moments  for  their  fans. 

Anna  Herman's  best  memory  was  listening  to  the  Southeastern 
Louisiana  game  on  Jan.  5  and  "hearing"  freshman  forward  Freddie 
Williams  come  off  the  bench  to  score  22  points  and  grab  10 
rebounds.  "So  much  had  gone  wrong  in  the  game.  Jarrod  wasn't 
playing  because  of  his  knee  and  Jodie  was  on  the  bench  with  four 
fouls.  It  was  great  to  hear  Freddie  light  it  up!" 

For  junior  forward  Jodie  Hays,  the  Campbell  games  are  ones  that 
he  won't  soon  forget.  In  the  two  games 
against  the  Camels,  Hays  scored  a  com- 
bined total  of  34  points  and  pulled  down  26 
rebounds.  "Because  of  the  nature  of  our 
offense,  I  was  able  to  get  some  good 
shots,"  he  speculates.  "Maybe  it  was  just 
one  of  those  days." 

Senior  accounting  major  Jay  Carson  will 
always  remember  the  day  Jonathan  Pixley, 
a  sophomore  guard,  scored  39  points  in  the 
Bulldog's  90-94  loss  to  Mercer  on  Jan.  18. 
"There  is  no  better  way  to  spend  a 
Saturday  afternoon  than  at  a  basketball 
game.  The  fact  that  Jonathan  stepped  up 
and  played  such  an  incredible  game  made 
it  all  the  more  memorable."  Pixley  also 
made  a  school  record  that  afternoon,  drain- 
ing nine  three-pointers. 

Another  heartstopper  in  the  season  was 
the  74-73  win  over  Central  Florida,  the 
defending  conference  champions.  With  only  six  seconds  left, 
Central  Florida  had  the  ball  on  their  end  of  the  court.  The  score 
was  72-73.  Hays  blocked  a  shot  and  stole  the  ball.  Without  calling 
time-out,  Hays  threw  the  ball  downcourt  to  Pixley  who  took  a  run- 
ning jump  shot  at  the  foul  line.  The  shot  was  good,  and  the  crowd 
of  almost  2000  exploded  in  cheers.  Bryant  Grantham,  a  junior  psy- 
chology major,  says,  "That  game  was  awesome!  Last-second  shots 
are  the  greatest.  Seeing  plays  like  that  is  what  college  basketball  is 
all  about." 

Coach  John  Brady  enjoyed  the  great  fan  support  he  received 
along  with  the  wins.  He  ended  most  games  by  high-fiving  students 
in  the  stands  and  asking  them  to  come  back  next  week.  Courtney 
Howell,  a  freshman  journalism  major  remembers,  "I  was  impressed 
when  Coach  Brady  thanked  the  crowd  for  their  support.  I  remem- 
ber in  his  post-game  interviews,  he  would  always  mention  how 
much  the  crowd  meant  to  the  team.  It  makes  you  feel  good  that 
they  notice." 

"I  think  it's  great  that  people  are  finally  starting  to  cheer  for 
Samford,"  fifth-year  senior  humanities  major  Kristi  Richardson 
agrees. 

"Great"  is  an  understatement.  The  Bulldogs  finished  out  the  reg- 
ular season  with  a  record  of  16-10.  And  an  11-5  record  in  the  TAAC 
placed  the  Bulldogs  in  a  tie  for  second  place  in  the  conference. 
This  record  marks  their  second-best  season  in  the  past  10  years. 

With  only  Jarrod  Jones  graduating  from  the  team,  next  year 
should  bring  the  Samford  fans  even  more  excitement.  Who  knows 
what  awaits  the  Bulldogs  in  the  future? 
A  "Big  Dance"  with  UCLA  is  always  an  option. 
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Emcees  Joey  Coons  and  Julie  Smith 


kicked    off   the    nightly    festivities. 


Independent  Men  stood  tall  against 


against  the  competition,  but  Zeta  Tau 


Alpha      struck      gold      with      the 


Sweepstakes  Trophy. 


It's  late  Wednesday  night  and  the  Chi  Omegas  are  prac- 
ticing in  Homewood  High  School's  gym.  They've  been 
through  the  routine  for  what  seems  like  a  1000  times  and  are 
past  the  point  of  being  tired.  During  a  short  break,  one  of  the 
directors  shouts,  "You  need  more  energy!  If  you  put  energy 
into  this  and  do  it  this  one  time,  you'll  never  have  it  do  it 
again!"  Cheers  ring  out  in  the  gym,  to  the  director's  dismay. 
Each  year,  Samford  students  sacrifice  tremendous 
amounts  of  time  and  energy  preparing  for  Step  Sing.  This 
year,  participating  organizations  spent  several  months  in 
planning  and  an  average  of  40  hours  a  week  in  practice  so 
they  could  perform  for  a  maximum  of  18  minutes.  That's  one 
dress  rehearsal  and  two  shows  at  six  minutes  each.  So  why 
do  students  lose  sleep,  cut  down  on  their  social  activities, 
and  even  neglect  their  studies  for  this? 

Maybe  it's  a  strong  sense  of  tradition.  Maybe  it's  school 
spirit.  Or  could  it  be  an  excuse  not  to  do  homework?  Andy 
Boyles,  a  sophomore  who  participated  in  the  Student 
Ministries  routine,  offered  one  theory.  "I  think  we  all  want  to 
act,  and  this  way  you  can  do  it  without  being  singled  out,"  he 
said. 


f5 


I 


SPBIflG  1S8S    r 


Samford's  faculty  and  staff  brought 


down  the  house  when  they  pointed 


out  the  follies  and  rewards  of  "Taking 


Care  of  Business." 


Of  course,  Step  Sing  isn't  all  work  or  acting  opportunities. 
It  can  also  be  somewhat  of  a  social  event.  "I  think  it  has  to  do 
with  being  social  and  working  together,"  commented  Meg 
McGlamery,  a  sophomore  Alpha  Delta  Pi  committee  mem- 
ber. 

Beginning  in  1951  on  the  steps  of  the  women's  dormitory 
on  the  old  East  Lake  campus,  the  short  skits  soon  developed 
into  the  music  and  dance  extravaganza  we  have  today.  In 
1954,  Step  Sing  became  a  competitive  event,  and  in  1970,  the 
sweepstakes  trophy  came  into  existence. 

Does  Step  Sing  ever  reach  the  point  where  winning 
becomes  more  important  than  having  fun?  Opinions  vary. 

"Step  Sing  is  highly  competitive,  but  it's  not  too  bad," 
Randa  Rowe,  a  sophomore  in  the  Independent  Women's 
show,  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  Valerie  Riggins,  a  freshman  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  Student  Ministries'  routine,  said,  "I  really 
enjoyed  the  experience.  My  only  complaint  about  Step  Sing 
is  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of  groups,  it  is  too 
competitive." 

Although  Step  Sing  has  changed  over  the  years,  the 
show's  production  always  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  stu- 
dents. Virtually  every  aspect  of  the  event,  from  music  com- 
pilation to  ticket  sales,  is  handled  by  students.  For  instance, 
in  their  roles  as  Director  and  Assistant  Director,  Stephanie 
Kirkley  and  Donald  Butler  oversaw  the  Step  Sing  committee 
and  the  show  directors  this  year.  While  acknowledging  that 
her  position  was  a  lot  of  work,  Kirkley  said,  "Were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  I  am  a  senior,  I  would  gladly  do  it  again." 

Another  important  aspect  of  the  event  is  its  role  as  a  schol- 
arship program.  Since  the  late  '50s,  admission  money  has 
gone  into  a  scholarship  fund.  Today  a  committee  made  up  of 
faculty  and  students  awards  six  $1000  scholarships  to  select- 
ed Step  Sing  participants. 

So,  after  weeks  of  preparation  and  anticipation,  when  the 
curtain  lifted  in  the  Wright  Center  on  Friday,  February  17,  to 
begin  this  year's  competition,  the  air  in  the  auditorium 


Although   Step   Sing   has   changed 


over  the  years,  the  show's  production 


always  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 


students. 
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crackled  with  excitement.  Emcees  Joey  Coons,  a  junior  ele- 
mentary education  major,  and  Julie  Smith,  a  freshman  jour- 
nalism major,  welcomed  the  crowd  and  kicked  off  the  night's 
hoopla.  Student  Ministries  began  the  evening's  performance 
with  their  colorful  routine,  "The  Rising  of  the  Son."  Delta 
Zeta  marched  through  their  "Army  -  Company  B"  routine 
with  Pi  Kappa  Phi,  armed  with  spears  and  clad  in  grass 
skirts  and  dancing  to  "Island  Adventure-The  Volcano  Blows" 
on  their  heels. 

Chi  Omega  delivered  the  "News,"  and  the  Independent 


Pi  Kappa  Phi,  armed  with  spears  and 


clad  in  grass  skirts,  danced  to  an 


"Island  Adventure." 


Men  slicked  the  stage  floor  with  "Grease"  before  Alpha 
Delta  Pi  presented  a  "Celebration  of  the  Arts."  The  Fresh- 
man Class  closed  the  show's  first  half  when  they  offered  the 
crowd  "A  World  of  Coke." 

The  Independent  Women  opened  the  second  half  of  the 
show  with  "The  Magic  of  the  Night",  and  Sigma  Chi  traveled 
'To  Graceland  and  Back"  with  their  Elvis  tribute.  Phi  Mu 
demonstrated  the  consequences  of  "Breakin'  the  Law," 
before  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  paid  their  regards  to  Billy  Joel  in 
"Piano  Man"  and  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  went  back  in  history  to  tell 
the  story  of  "The  Gold  Rush." 

The  final  entry  was  the  show's  only  non-competing  group, 
comprised  of  faculty  and  staff  members.  Their  hilarious  rou- 
tine, 'Taking  Care  of  Business,"  spoofed  Samford's  working 
men  and  women  as  it  pointed  out  the  follies  and  rewards  of 
bringing  home  the  bacon. 

The  routines,  evaluated  by  five  outside  judges  who  were 
chosen  by  the  Step  Sing  committee,  rated  each  group  on  the 
basis  of  music,  choreography,  and  overall  presentation. 
These  categories  were  further  divided  into  criteria  such  as 
harmony,  creativity,  and  costumes. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  judges  tallied  their  votes  as  partic- 
ipants and  audience  members  waited  with  bated  breath.  In 
the  men's  division,  the  Independent  Men  claimed  first  place, 
with  Pi  Kappa  Phi  coming  in  a  close  second.  Sigma  Chi 
placed  third. 


Lambda  Chi  Alpha  charmed  the  audi- 


ence when  they  paid  their  regards  to 


to  Billy  Joel  in  "Piano  Man" 
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After  the  lights  dim  and  the  crowd 


dies   down,    somewhere   off   in   the 


shadows,   plans  are  already  being 


made  for  next  year. 


The  freshman  class  closed  the  show's 


first  half  when  they  offered  the  crowd  "A 


World  of  Coke" 


In  the  women's  division,  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  came  in  first,  Phi  Mu 
was  second,  and  the  Independent  Women  were  third.  The  Fresh- 
man Class  took  first  place  and  Student  Ministries  came  in  second  in 
the  mixed  division. 

Zeta  Tau  Alpha  hit  the  motherlode,  though,  taking  home  the  pre- 
cious sweepstakes  trophy.  Courtney  Aycock,  the  ZTA  choreogra- 
pher, said, "I  think  our  show  did  well  because  we  had  the  clogging 
element,  which  was  different.  Also,  it  was  a  strong  show,  but  not  too 
complicated." 

Step  Sing  '95  couldn't  escape  comparisons  to  Step  Sing  '94,  how- 
ever. "I  think  Zeta  did  really  good,"  Anna  Ogle,  a  sophomore  unde- 
cided major,  said,  "Overall,  though,  it  was  kind  of  a  disappointment 
compared  to  last  year." 

"Yeah,  if  we  were  in  the  show,  it  would  have  been  different," 
juniors  Will  Allen  and  Brandon  Thornton  joked.  Leonardus  Eason, 
a  senior  political  science  major,  said  of  his  first  Step  Sing  atten- 
dance,"! liked  Delta  Zeta  and  Independent  Men  the  best." 

Opinions  are  just  one  part  of  Step  Sing,  though.  For  all  partici- 
pants, however,  the  fleeting  minutes  they  have  in  the  limelight 
erase  everything  else  from  their  minds  except  their  performance. 

When  the  lights  dim  and  the  crowd  dies  down,  they  all  leave  the 
stage  proud  and  relieved  to  be  through.  And  somewhere,  off  in  the 
shadows,  plans  are  already  being  made  for  next  year.  -Kristie  Willis 
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When  the  walls  are 
caving  in  on  all  sides, 
many  people  find  refuge 
or  comfort  in  the  security 
of  a  prayer  chapel.  Some 
sit  on  the  back  row  and 
make  their  requests 
known.  Some  parade  like 
Pharisees  to  the  front  to 
announce  their  griev- 
ances to  God  and  others. 

For  one  man,  however, 
peace  is  found  90  feet 
above  the  chapel. 
Finding  inspiration  in 
high  places,  Romanian- 
born  artist  Petru  Botezatu 
worships  through  his  art 
as  he  paints  the  dome  of 
the  Beeson  Divinity 
School  chapel. 


by  Jon  Burkhart 
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S^r-\  minting  is  the  language  of  the 
i     l-^  Spirit.  We  must  meditate  on 

J_  the  Spirit  in  learning  to  enjoy 
the  quiet  beauty  of  art,"  the  artist  says 
of  his  craft. 

Trapped,  persecuted,  even  impris- 
oned, Botezatu  rose  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  communism  and  soared  to  new 
heights  of  inspiration  in  his  art.  After 
the  artistic  community  banished  him 
from  Romania  due  to  the  political  situa- 
tion, he  redirected  his  creative  efforts 
toward  privately  commissioned  chapels 
and  cathedrals. 

In  this  vocation,  Botezatu  found  his 
true  calling  as  a  divinely-inspired 
muralist.  A  pioneer  in  the  field  of  reli- 
gious art,  Botezatu  is  laying  claim  to  an 
aesthetic  wasteland  in  hopes  of  build- 
ing an  illustrative  empire  centered 
around  Christianity. 

When  exploring  the  origins  of  art, 
one  realizes  it  began  as  a  form  of  reli- 
gious expression.  However,  religion 
and  art  divorced  centuries  ago,  long 
before  the  separation  of  church  and 
state. 

"Religious  art  has  been  on  the 
decline  since  the  Renaissance. 
Modern  traces  are  merely  ornamental, 
such  as  the  popularization  of  wearing  a 
cross  around  one's  neck,"  Dr.  Lowell 
Vann,  chair  of  the  Art  Department, 
says. 

Possessing  a  rare  artistic  vision  and 
a  genuine  fervor  for  the  things  of  God, 
Botezatu  feels  he  has  a  responsibility 
to  reconcile  religion  and  art.  He  feels 
the  art  of  today  often  mirrors  the  moral 
decline  in  our  nation,  representing  the 
devastation  of  humanity  in  its  futile 
quest  for  meaning. 

"The  world  of  art  is  totally  consumed 
with  selling  lies  and  making  money. 
We  are  faced  with  the  tough  situation 
of  finding  truth  among  so  many  lies," 
Botezatu  says. 


"Art  is  an  indicator  of  society.  Our 
society  is  definitely  uncomfortable  with 
religious  imagery,"  Vann  agrees. 

Despite  society's  discomfort, 
Botezatu  desires  to  soften  man's  heart 
by  appealing  to  the  human  spirit  with 
his  work.  Inspired  by  his  Creator,  he 
paints  with  the  intent  of  revealing 
God's  greatness. 

Hoping  to  lead  others  to  Christ's 
love  through  his  paintings,  Botezatu 
says,  "I  want  others  to  realize  through 
my  art  that  they  don't  have  to  be  sepa- 
rated from  God.  My  art  cannot  save 
the  world,  though,  for  only  Jesus 
saves." 


V  D  I  C  E  S 


Clockwise:  (starting  left)  Botezatu  spends  each  day  working  on  a  mas- 
terpiece, making  sure  each  detail  is  perfect.  Although  the  chapel  still 
is  not  finished,  his  work  creates  a  holy  atmosphere  high  above  the  con- 
struction below.  Comfortable  in  his  own  form  of  worship,  he  wel- 
comes all  with  a  warm  smile  and  an  invitation  to  this  holy  place. 
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above:  Poet  Laureate  Gwendolyn 
Brooks. 
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February  —  the  one  month  of  the  year  set 
aside  to  recognize  the  accomplishments  of 
African-American  men  and  women  who  have 
made  significant  contributions  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  country. 

In  an  effort  to  enlighten  their  students,  facul- 
ty, staff  and  others,  Samford  University  sched- 
uled all  of  its  events  this  February  to  celebrate 
the  African-American  heritage. 

Is  it  possible  to  recognize  all  the  accomplish- 
ments of  African-Americans  in  one  month? 
Pulitzer  Prize  winner  Gwendolyn  Brooks  doesn't 
think  so.  "African-American  history  should  be 
recognized  year-round.  Not  only  should  we  rec- 
ognize the  accomplishments  of  Blacks  in  this 
country,  but  it  is  ridiculous  not  to  recognize 
Blacks  in  Brazil  and  other  South  American 
countries  as  well,"  she  said. 

"People  need  to  stop  limiting  the  month  of 
February  to  the  remembering  and  celebrating 
of  African-American  history.  This  should  be  a 
year-round  task  for  America  and  its  universi- 
ties," Dr.  Horace  Huntley  said  in  convo. 

First  Vice-President  of  the  Student 
Government  Association  Eric  Motley  said,  "It  is 
very  important  that  we  realize  our  diversity  as 
people.  Samford  today  is  more  diverse  than  it 
has  ever  been.  We  should  make  a  commitment 
throughout  the  year  to  celebrate  each  other's 

WOMAN  BLESSED  WITH  A  MIGHTY  VOICE  AND  PEN, 
HER  WORDS  CAPTIVATED  THE  AUDIENCE  " 

diversities.  Not  only  African-Americans,  but 
other  minorities  from  other  countries  and  races 
on  campus  as  well." 

The  university  offered  a  challenge  for  every- 
one: Enter  these  events  with  an  open-mind  and 
see  that  there  is  more  to  a  culture  than  you  first 
believed.  Start  a  conversation  with  someone  of 
a  different  race  or  ethnicity.  Share  some 
likes  and  dislikes  about  Samford  and 


see  if  you  can  help  each  other. 

The  celebration  started  on  February  4th  with 
"Samford  Night  at  the  Apollo."  This  was  an 
attempt  to  honor  the  famous  Apollo  theater  in 
New  York  and  its  talent  search,  entitled 
"Amateur  Night,"  where  many  stars  are  born. 
"Samford  Night  at  the  Apollo"  gave  many  stu- 
dents on  campus  a  chance  to  show  their  talent 
on  stage.  Some  students  displayed  serious 
vocal  talent.  And  then  there  were  some  who 
sounded  more  like  a  wounded  crow  than  a 
sweet  hummingbird.  A  large  crowd  of  students, 
however,  showed  up  to  have  fun  and  be  enter- 
tained, in  spite  of  differences  in  vocal  talent  or 
the  color  of  their  skin. 

Lola  Hendricks  of  the  Civil  Rights  Museum 
and  former  Secretary  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  spoke  to  students  at 
convo  about  the  struggles  of  African-Americans 
in  the  city  of  Birmingham.  She  talked  about  her 
experiences  with  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  and  other  civil  rights  activists  as  they  fought 
for  equality. 

She  told  the  audience  of  their  imprisonment 
for  speaking  up  for  what  the  believed  in.  At 
times,  the  activists  were  spit  on,  hit  with  rocks 
and  bricks,  or  attacked  by  dogs.  And  they  per- 
severed so  that  African-Americans  would  be 
treated  as  equal  human  beings. 

On  February  7th  and  8th, 

a  former  member  of  the 

NBA,  Oliver  Robinson,  who 

is  now  a  vice-president  of 

AmSouth  Bank,    spoke  at 

Samford  about  the  childhood 

he  spent  growing  up  poor  in  Alabama  and  the 

many  accomplishments    he  has  achieved  to 

date.  He  told  a  heart-warming  story  about  how 

playing   basketball  caused  him  to  grow  up  and 

take  care  of  his  family. 

On  February  15th,  Poet  Laureate  Gwendolyn 
Brooks  introduced  herself  to  the  campus  by 
reading  many  of  her  most  famous  poems  with 
an  added  touch  of  animation.  A  woman  blessed 
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with  a  mighty  voice  and  pen,  her  words 
captivated  the  audience. 

The  Dean  of  the  Anderson  School  of 
Theology,  Dr.  James  Massey,  was  on  campus 
from  the  21st  to  the  23rd,  and  he  shared  his 
thoughts  with  the  convo  audience  on  the  22nd. 

On  February  24,  there  was  a  memorial  to 
"Harry"  on  the  centennial  walk.  Harry  was  a 
slave  owned  by  Dr.  Talbird,  who  was  the 
President  of  Howard  College  in  1854.  That 
year,  a  fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  dormitories. 
When  Harry  was  told  to  escape  while  he  could, 
he  is  reported  to  have  replied,  "Not  till  I  wake 
up  the  boys."  Harry  went  to  every  door  knock- 
ing and  calling  loudly.  When  he  reached  the  last 
room  on  the  upper  floor,  the  flames  were  upon 
him.  He  could  not  return  by  the  stairs,  so  he 
jumped  from  the  hall  window  and  was  fatally 
injured.  Harry  was  offered  his  freedom  from 
the  fire,  but  refused  it  in  order  to  save  the  lives 
of  others.  One  can  truly  say  that  he  died  so  that 
others  might  have  lived. 

"This  was  a  great  start  for  Samford  in  their 
efforts  to  recognize  the  struggles,  achieve- 
ments, and  hopes  of  African-  Americans.  We  are 
a  long  way  from  where  we  need  to  be,  and  there 
is  always  room  for  improvement.  We  celebrate 
European  history  year-round,  and  we  cover 
African-American  history  in  the  shortest  month 
of  the  year,"  junior  sports  medicine  major  Mike 
Porter  said. 

"This  was  a  good  start  for  creating  an  aware- 
ness for  both  black  and  white  students,"  Black 
Student  Organization  President  Antonio  Love 
said.  Many  students,  both  black  and  white,  are 
not  aware  of  African  and  African-American 
accomplishments  that  have  helped  to  shape  this 
country. 

"I  am  tired  of  the  same  rhetoric  mention  of 
the  same  names:  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  Jessie 
Jackson,  and  Rosa  Parks.  We  always  mention 
the  accomplishments  of  two  or  three 
African-Americans,  but  what  about  Andrew 
Young,  Cornell  West,  Langston  Hughes,  and 


James  Baldwin,"  Motley  said. 

There  is  a  growing  thirst  for  knowledge  about 
African-Americans  who  contributed  to  the  devel- 
opment of  this  country.  Samford  recognized 
these  accomplishments  when  they  took  strides 
to  acknowledge  the  people  who  achieved  them. 
But  it  is  up  to  us  as  a  student  body  to  strive  to 
learn  more  of  each  others'  culture,  because 
learning  to  respond  and  accept  our  differences 
takes  more  than  just  one  month  in  a  year. 
-Ron  Green 


I  N  MEMORIA 

Jc/n  March  8,  1995,  Samford  lost  one  of  its 
strongest  student  leaders  when  senior  exercise 
science  major  Tiffany  Conaway,  22.  died  due  to 
complications  following  a  sudden  brain  hemor- 
rhage. 

A  south  Alabama  native,  Conaway  had 
returned  to  her  home  near  Mobile  to  be 
crowned  as  a  Mardi  Gras  queen,  where  she  was 
stricken  with  health  complications. 

Conaway  worked  relentlessly  to  bring  unity 
and  cultural  understanding  to  the  campus.  She 
spoke  to  freshmen  at  orientation  about  diversity 
issues  and  participated  in  a  race-relations  retreat 
held  to  promote  communication  and  acceptance 
between  all  students. 

A  driving  force  behind  the  reactivation  of  the 
Black  Student  Organization  on  campus  this 
year,  Conaway  also  assisted  in  planning  many  of 
the  Celebrating  Our  Heritage  activities,  specifi- 
cally Samford's  Night  at  the  Apollo 

"Tiffany  more  than  made  her  mark  on  this 
campus,"  Assistant  Director  of  Student  Activities 
Suzanne  Martin  said.  "She  encouraged  others  to 
explore  their  gifts  and  blessed  us  with  hers.  Her 
passing  was  a  loss  for  Samford  and  for  Alabama." 
I  isa  Wells 


above:  A  choral  tribute  to  Harrv. 
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A  warm  sun,  a  soft  breeze,  the  steady  hum  of 
insects,  the  light  dusting  of  pollen  on  any  and 
every  object  with  a  surface  —  Aaaaaachooo! 
(Excuse  me.)  Yep,  it  must  be  Spring. 

And  this  exceptionally  warm  Spring  ushered 
in  an  exceptional  Spring  Fling  weekend  as  well. 

"I  flung  with  the  best  of  them,  and  I'll  have  to 
say  that  as  a  Senior,  that  was  probably  the  best 
Spring  Fling  experience  I've  had,"  senior 
speech  communications  major  Jon  Burkhart 
said  as  he  straddled  his  infamous  tandem  bicy- 
cle. 

The  days  after  Spring  Break  and  before 
exams  tend  to  be  a  bland  haze  of  classes  and 
studying.  Spring  Fling,  nestled  into  a  slot  in 
April  like  a  beehive  in  branches,  does  its  best 
every  year  to  break  the  monotony  and  stir  up 
some  activity. 

This  year  the  SGA  committee  worked  like 
drones  to  make  Spring  Fling  three  days  over- 
flowing with  fun  and  flavor,  and  people 
responded,  too  —  like  bees  to  honey. 

The  planning  and  preparation  for  the  festivi- 
ties of  April  6-8  began  long  before  even  a  hint 
of  warm  weather  came  Samford's  way. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  Meg  McGlamery 
started  planning  nearly  a  year  ago,  and  she 
began  meeting  with  her  committee  of  45  stu- 
dents immediately  after  Jan  term. 

"Our  main  goal,  I  think,  was  to  include  as 
many  people's  groups  and  organizations  as 
possible,"  McGlamery,  a  sophomore  art  major, 
said.  One  way  the  committee  achieved  this 
goal  was  in  exploring  and  implementing  new 
promotional  and  entertainment  ideas,  such  as 
putting  "tickets"  on  cars.  These  pseudo  cita- 
tions were  really  Spring  Fling  flyers  in  dis- 
guise, but  probably  caused  several  people  sev- 
eral moments  of  panic  before  they  figured  it 
out. 

All  of  the  hard  work  and  hours  of  planning 
resulted  in  a  weekend  that  received  rave 
reviews.  "I  thought  Spring  Fling  was  really 
well-organized  and  a  great  break  from  normal 


school   life,"   sophomore   undecided   major 
Adam  Bishop  said. 

The  jam-packed  schedule  of  events  began 
Thursday  evening  with  the  Red  and  White 
game  featuring  the  Samford  football  team  com- 
peting against  itself  —  divided  into  two  teams, 
that  is  — with  a  little  help  from  other  students 
as  well.  Every  other  quarter  a  co-ed  group  of 
non-varsity  members  played,  and  their  points 
contributed  to  the  overall  score  of  the  game. 
Incorporating  this  annual  Spring  scrimmage 
game  into  Spring  Fling  was  only  one  of  the 
innovative  "plays"  executed  this  year. 

Later  that  night  the  party  moved  to  the  quad 
where  food,  music,  and  the  classic  80's  movie, 
Ferris  Bueller's  Day  Off ,  were  the  main  attrac- 
tions. 

Friday  night,  students  converged  on  the  his- 
toric Alabama  Theater  downtown  to  socialize 
and  dance  to  music  from  the  1980s  at  the 
annual  Bulldog  Ball.  The  DJ  group  Mixations 
provided  the  tunes  and  the  entertainment  as 


members  interacted  with  the  crowd  to  get 
them  on  their  feet.  "I  had  a  great  time.  There 
were  people  dressed  like  the  '80's,  like  bull- 
dogs, and  in  sequins,"  sophomore  internation- 
al relations  major  Jessica  Henn  said.  "The 
best  part  was  that  I  got  to  meet  lots  of  new 
people.  You  think  you  know  everybody  at 
Samford,  but  you  really  don't." 

"We  tried  to  target  every  living  area  with 
promotional  material,"  McGlamery 
explained,"  and  it  worked  really  well  with  the 
Ball  because  all  kinds  of  people  showed  up. 
That's  what  we  wanted." 

The  next  morning  many  Samford  students 
went  out  into  the  community  to  parks  and 
schools  and  other  places  to  participate  in  the 
Birmingham  Cleanup.  At  noon  the  afternoon 
activities  kicked  off  with  a  picnic  in  Ben 
Brown  Plaza  followed  by  those  famous  crazy 
games  on  the  quad.  Among  the  plethora  of 
games  and  gadgets  provided  for  students' 
amusement  were  Slip'n'Slides,  the  Velcro 
Jump,  volleyball,  a  dunking  machine,  and  a 
big  air  bubble  to  jump  in.  And,  of  course,  no 
carnival  could  be  complete  without  icee  and 
cotton  candy  machines. 

"I  think  it's  really  funny  that  we  were  all 
jumping  and  hanging  from  Velcro  while  those 
prospective  kids  and  their  parents  were  walk- 
ing through  on  their  tours,"  Bishop  said, 
"They  are  gonna  think  that's  what  it's  like 
here  every  day.  I  think  we  should  really  jump 
on  Velcro  every  day  so  we  aren't  lying  to 
them!" 

By  far,  the  attraction  that  received  the  most 
attention  on  the  quad  that  day,  though,  was 
the  virtual  reality  machines.  "I  was  really 
impressed.  I  felt  like  I  was  on  the  cutting  edge 
of  technology.  I  hope  they  do  it  again  next 
year;  I'd  love  to  try  it  again!"  sophomore  his- 
tory major  April  Harris  said. 

McGlamery  said  she  got  the  idea  for  virtu- 
al reality  at  a  Student  Activities  convention 
where  she  also  got  in  touch  with  an  agency 


that  provides  VR  for  campus  activities.  "They 
are  a  Christian  organization,  and  they  wanted 
to  support  Samford,  so  they  knocked  about  a 
thousand  dollars  off  the  price,"  she  said. 

Karaoke  in  the  caf  followed  the  quad  games, 
and  then  five  bands  made  up  of  Samford  stu- 
dents performed  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bands 
held  in  the  food  court  area. 

"I  think  the  Battle  was  my  favorite  part  of 
the  weekend.  It  brought  together  a  lot  of  dif- 
ferent types  of  people.  Anytime  you  can 
achieve  that  at  Samford,  you're  doing  good," 
sophomore  management  major  Andy 
Covington  said. 

Sophomore  journalism  major  Andrea  Jones 
performed  with  one  of  the  bands,  Blind  Otis, 
and  said  she  appreciated  the  opportunity  to 
perform  before  a  crowd.  "For  me  it  was  a  lot 
of  fun,  and  it  gave  me  a  lot  of  confidence,"  she 
said. 

As  the  weekend  ended,  students  slipped 
back  into  their  normal  routines  after  a  much- 
needed  break.  But  they  had  had  a  chance  to 
get  out  in  the  sun  and  the  pollen,  and  to  feel 
the  breeze  and  hear  the  insects  and  the  birds. 
And  although  Spring  Fling  had  ended,  Spring 
itself   wasn't    going    anywhere. 

•Carrie  Dawson 
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lower  left:  While  hanging  out  on  a  Saturday  after- 
noon, above:  people  tend  to  clown  around  on  the 
Quad. 
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Student's  Log:  Spring  Semester  1995 

I  am  nearing  the  borders  of  a  new  country  as  I  prepare  to  leave  the  ship  with  an  away 
team.  We  are  on  a  mission  to  study  new  life  forms  and  go  where  no  Samford  student,  well 
at  least  not  many,  has  gone  before  —  abroad. 

Sadly  enough,  most  Samford  students  visit  other  countries  about  as  many  times  as  they 
walk  on  Mars,  making  foreign  places  seem  like  different  planets  to  them. 

These  undiscovered  countries,  however,  provide  fresh  insights  on  world  issues  and  new 
perspectives  of  life  for  students  studying  beyond  the  borders  of  the  United  States. 


above:  Students  can  enjoy  the  night  lights  in  London's 
Piccadilly  Circus. 
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Sophomore  psychology  major  Ryan  Gore 
spent  a  semester  in  London,  where  he 
embarked  on  a  four-week  trip  by  rail 
throughout  Europe  after  experiencing  the 
reserved  lifestyle  of  the  British. 

"This  is  a  big  world,"  Gore  relates, 
"Nobody  owns  it  or  can  limit  our  access  to 
it.  If  you  can  come  up  with  the  money  and 
overcome  your  anxiety  of  new  experiences, 
you  should  travel  abroad." 

All  the  historical  sites,  museums  and 
entertainment  in  England  overwhelmed 
Gore  when  he  first  arrived  in  the  country. 
"It  was  like  opening  presents  on  Christmas 
morning,"  he  says. 

Lengthy  conversations  with  Londoners 
was  just  one  of  the  gifts  Gore  found  in  the 
heart  of  British  culture  —  pubs.  On  one 
occasion,  he  met  some  fellow  Dire  Straits 
fans  who  wanted  to  hear  his  views  on  poli- 
tics and  government.  The  experience  made 
him  reconsider  his  views  about  the  United 
States. 

"At  times,  it  seems  Americans  don't  really 
pay  attention  to  what's  going  on  around 
them.  And  if  we  do,  I  think  we're  a  lot  less 
educated  on  the  matter  than  others.  The 
concern  for  the  social  situation  in  Britain  is 
more  prevelant  in  British  life,"  he  believes. 
Gore,  who  is  a  guitar  player,  was 


impressed  by  the  large  population  of 
buskers,  musicians  who  perform  for  money 
on  the  streets  and  in  the  tube  (underground 
rail)  stations.  "It's  interesting  to  see  people 
who  have  the  devotion  to  sing  or  play  all  day 
for  their  food,"  he  says. 

Gore  opens  his  transmitter  and  reports 
back  to  the  ship,  "Captain,  there  is  whole 
population  of  buskers  I  wish  to  join." 


above:  Taking  in  the  view  of  Toledo. 
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Junior  Spanish  major  Robbie  Harris 
spent  a  Jan-Term  in  Costa  Rica  where  she 
discovered  a  less-stressed  form  of  life. 
Watching  people  spend  more  time  on  the 
simple  things  in  life  intrigued  Harris. 

"Life  in  Costa  Rica  is  very  natural.  The 
food  you  eat  is  fresh.  The  lady  I  stayed  with 
always  bought  her  food  fresh  every  morn- 
ing," Harris  says. 

Harris  spent  much  of  her  time  studying 
grammar  in  a  school  built  on  the  founda- 
tions of  an  old  farm,  a  finca,  and  says  her 
Spanish  improved  immensely  while  in  the 
country. 

Foreign  experiences  are  nothing  new  to 
Harris,  who  has  spent  time  with  Samford 
groups  in  London,  Indonesia  and  Costa 
Rica.  "You  realize  when  you  travel  that 
things  are  not  the  same  everywhere.  America  is 
the  exception  and  not  the  rule,"  she  reports. 


However,  Harris  feels  Americans  could 
benefit  from  having  a  work  ethic  such  as 
the  people  in  Costa  Rica.  She  says,  "They 
are  willing  to  work  hard.  We've  lost  a  lot  of 
that  working  attitude." 

Despite  their  hard  work,  the  Costa 
Ricans  do  allow  time  for  a  siesta,  or  rest. 
Harris  enjoyed  the  time  of  day  when  every- 
body takes  a  break,  using  it  as  a  chance  to 
converse  with  friends  or  relax.  "We 
(Americans)  are  so  caught  up  in  the  rat 
race.  Our  life  goes  so  fast  that  we  don't 
take  time  to  enjoy  it  or  the  people  us.  Life 
might  not  be  as  efficient  in  Costa  Rica,  but 
you  sure  are  a  lot  less  stressed,"  Harris  says. 

Time-Warped  To  Spain 

Senior  sociology  major  Todd  Lawson 
spent  five  weeks  in  Spain  last  summer, 
where  he  lived  by  a  different  schedule.  He 
says,  "The  whole  concept  of  time  is  differ- 
ent there.  Spaniards  work  from  8  a.m.  to 
noon.  Then  they  rest,  or  siesta,  until  almost 
4  p.m.  and  return  to  work  until  almost  8 
p.m.  each  night." 

As  a  result,  the  night  life  gets  started 
later  in  Spain  than  you  might  think. 
Lawson  would  meet  his  friends  at  the 
Chicago  Pizza  Pie  Factory  every  night 
before  hitting  the  local  scene  because  the 
dance  clubs  "wouldn't  be  rockin'  until  five 
in  the  morning." 

"I  guess  they  enjoy  the  night  life  so  much 
because  they  know  they  can  sleep  it  off  the 
next  day  during  siesta,"  he  says. 

The  family  Lawson  stayed  with  had  two 
brothers.  One  stayed  busy  studying  for  12 
finals  in  the  12  classes  he  was  taking  that 
semester.  "And  we  think  we  have  it  rough," 
he  laughs. 

For  this  reason  and  others,  Lawson  feels 
some  people  believed  he  and  the  rest  of  the 
Samford  group  were  just  spoiled 
Americans.  Talking  to  the  locals,  however, 
helped  dispell  these  beliefs.  Social  interac- 
tion also  proved  to  be  the  best  way,  in 
Lawson's  opinion,  to  improve  his  Spanish  skills. 

Lawson's  final  words  on  the  subject  are, 
"If  you've  got  the  chance  and  the  money, 
you've  got  to  go.  It'll  change  your  life." 


top  left:  Students  are  free  to  travel  throughout  the 
country  on  weekends,  below:  Heather  Averett 
makes  a  new  friend. 


above:  Tom  Rogers  and  Jamie  Fisher  hit  the  streets  of  Segovia. 
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Junior  biology  major  Allan  Phipps 
beamed  down  to  the  Amazon  Rainforest  in 
South  America  with  a  team  of  Samford  stu- 
dents to  study  unique  plant  and  animal 
species  this  past  January.  Left  without  run- 
ning water,  electricity,  plumbing,  or  many 
of  the  usual  luxuries  Americans  enjoy, 
Phipps  set  out  to  discover  firsthand  what  he 
had  learned  in  his  biology  classes. 

The  Samford  group  stayed  in  four  differ- 
ent places  during  their  two-week  trip.  One 
place,  a  structure  built  with  no  walls,  nails 
or  boards,  stuck  out  in  Phipp's  mind  as 
being  the  most  remote.  "It  was  exactly  like 
how  natives  would  live,"  Phipps  remem- 
bers, "We  slept  on  bark  mattresses  with 
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hundreds  of  acres  of  virgin  rain  forest 
all  around  us." 

One  of  the  trip's  high  points  was  meeting 
Dr.  Jim  Duke,  a  world  renowned  ethno- 
botanist.  Duke,  who  works  for  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  has  writ- 
ten volumes  of  books  on  medicinal  plants 
from  different  areas  of  the  world.  Phipps 
believes  studying  with  Dr.  Duke  in  the 
Amazon  changed  his  life. 

"I  was  burned  out  on  school  and  I  didn't 
know  exactly  where  I  wanted  to  go  with  my 
studies.  Because  of  this  trip,  I  have  more 
direction  about  how  I  want  to  go  about  the 
rest  of  my  education  and  what  I  want  to  do 
eventually  in  my  career,"  he  says. 

While  in  the  Amazon,  Phipps  studied  a 
native  plant  called  una  de  gato  (cat's  claw), 
that  is  used  in  the  region  to  treat  a  whole 
range  of  illnesses  and  pain.  The  Germans 
use  the  plant  because  they  believe  it  is  a 
cure  for  cancer.  Phipps  says  the  plant  has 
immune-boosting  properties  too,  which 
could  help  in  the  fight  against  AIDS. 

Phipps  also  saw  witch  doctors,  or 
shamans  ,  at  work  in  the  rainforest  when  an 
8-foot-long  snake  paid  a  surprise  visit  to  one 
of  the  students  in  the  outhouse.  "She  was 
really  shook-up,"  Phipps  recalls,  "Our  guide 
decided  to  call  a  shaman.  The  shaman  said 
he  was  going  to  heal  her  of  her  fear  of 
snakes.    He  did  a  little  chant  and  said  the 


snake  had  scared  her  spirit  away.  He  lit  a 
cigarette  made  from  his  own  tobacco  and 
blew  smoke  on  her  head,  hoping  to  bring 
her  spirit  back.  It  was  really  amazing." 

As  a  result  of  the  time  he  spent  in  the 
Amazon,  Phipps  now  realizes  the  impor- 
tance of  understanding  different  environ- 
ments and  cultures.  "There  is  such  a  dis- 
tinct difference  between  the  way  we  live  and 
the  way  some  riberino  (one  who  lives  on  the 
river)  lives  on  the  Amazon. 

"Down  there,  we  bathed  in  the  river 
water.  It  didn't  matter  what  you  looked  like 
or  what  you  did.  You  realize  you're  defined 
by  where  you  are,"  Phipps  says. 

"I  think  anytime  you  go  overseas,  you 
can't  come  back  without  saying  your  life 
has  changed.  If  I  had  not  have  gone,  I  would 
have  gone  into  a  career  not  having  a  love  for 
what  I  was  doing,"  he  confesses. 

Phipps  pulls  out  his  transmitter  and 
begins  his  report,  "Captain,  I'm  a  botanist, 
not  a  miracle  worker!  Beam  me  more  scien- 
tists. There's  too  much  down  here  for  us  to 
absorb  or  understand  alone." 

-Kenny  Byrd 
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